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Application for City Centre Arts & Cultural Venues Subvention Funding 

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk167470312]From 28th – 31st October 2026, Derry Halloween will come alive over four unforgettable nights, where past and present collide in a spectacular street celebration of all things eerie in the world-renowned home of Halloween.
Derry City and Strabane District Council (DCSDC) is inviting applications for support towards arts and cultural initiatives and programming as part of Derry Halloween 2026. This funding programme aims to enhance the overall festival experience through high-quality, accessible programming.
We are particularly interested in encouraging family-friendly arts and cultural initiatives that align with the festival theme - It’s in our Bones and offer unique engaging audience experiences within the city’s cultural venues. 
To support this, Council is inviting submissions from businesses, venues, and organisations within a ½ mile radius of the City Centre. Submissions should demonstrate how proposed programming will contribute to enhancing the visitor experience and complement the wider festival offering
The city offers a unique and dramatic stage, integral to the Council's ongoing commitment to celebrate our rich business and cultural heritage. In line with this, Council is developing a vibrant programme of events for this year’s Derry Halloween, with dedicated funding available to support arts and cultural initiatives in and around the City Centre that will be part of this year's Halloween festivities.

Event Overview
Derry Halloween
Dates: Wednesday 28th October – Sunday 1st November  
Times:  12pm - 9pm
The city will come alive with over 100 events, blending ancient myth and modern magic in a celebration of all things eerie. The programme includes both large-scale shows and smaller, locally inspired experiences rooted in Celtic tradition, with something for all ages.
Events will be centred around Guildhall Square, Waterloo Place, the Craft Village, and the Quay, with additional activity across the city.

Awakening the Walled City Trail 
Dates: 	Wednesday 28th – Friday 30th October 
Times: 	 6pm –9pm
A curated trail through the Walled City, designed for large audiences to explore themed locations safely at their own pace.

Background
Celebrating its 40th anniversary in October 2026, Derry Halloween has grown from small unassuming beginnings within the local community into one of the world’s leading Halloween festivals. Rooted in Celtic tradition and shaped by the city’s rich artistic, cultural, and architectural heritage, it offers a uniquely authentic experience that continues to captivate audiences from near and far.
Traditionally, the festival has created an enchanted world of illusion and wonder within the confines of the city walls and its surrounding streets for three consecutive nights, known as ‘Awakening the Walled City’. 
Audience
The festival attracts over 120,000 visitors, with a strong family audience. Proposals should be accessible, inclusive, and highly engaging. 

Festival Theme
Each year, the city becomes a gathering place for supernatural beings, spirits, and visitors alike, where, for a brief time, the unbelievable becomes real and ancient traditions reawaken before the Celtic New Year on 1st November.
In recent years, local artists have developed a series of original urban legends inspired by Celtic mythology, forming the foundation of the evolving It’s in our Bones concept. These stories, alongside the wider historical narrative of the city, continue to shape the creative direction of the festival - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEDOa4Ic9l4
Organisations  are encouraged to engage with and expand upon these narratives, or to introduce new interpretations inspired by folklore, history, and the layered stories embedded within the city’s walls. Derry is a place shaped by centuries of life, death, and transformation, a city where the past is ever-present and where untold stories still linger.
To mark the 40th anniversary, the overarching festival theme for 2026 is: 
“It’s in Our Bones.”
At its heart, Derry Halloween is a shared celebration of imagination, wit, wonder and folklore, where people transform, tell the tallest tales and the unbelievable seems believable for a few enchanted days and nights.

This theme invites exploration of heritage, identity and the unseen forces that connect past and present.

Applications
Derry City and Strabane District Council invites submissions from businesses, venues, and organisations within a ½ mile radius of the City Centre to deliver arts and cultural programming that enhances the overall visitor experience during Derry Halloween.

[bookmark: _Hlk189730159][bookmark: _Hlk189730481]The purpose of this application is to identify proposals that support and interpret this year’s theme, "It’s In Our Bones."  However, applications are not restricted to this theme, and proposals that adopt alternative creative approaches will be considered. 

Proposed programming may include, but is not limited to, entertainment, workshops, demonstrations, performances, installations, tours and trails, screenings, storytelling, music,  drama, themed decorations, and interactive installations such as selfie stations. Submissions should demonstrate creativity, audience engagement, and the ability to complement the wider festival programme.
 
Both individual and collaborative proposals are encouraged, supporting a diverse and inclusive programme of activity across the city. Successful submissions will be included as part of this year’s Derry Halloween programme, taking place from 28th – 31st October. 

This initiative aims to reflect the diversity of the city’s arts, heritage, businesses and unique spaces within the city centre. Applicants may set their own ticket pricing structure; however, consideration should be given to accessibility and affordability to ensure broad audience participation.

Successful applicants will be fully responsible for the planning, delivery, and management of their proposed activity.

Funding
Funding is available to support the delivery of creative programming of one-off activities that enhance the overall festival experience.

The maximum levels of financial support are as follows:
· Up to £500 for single activities
· Up to £1,500 for multi-day or evening programmes
· Up to £750 for static installations
                                              
All funding awards will be assessed in line with the established criteria and will be subject to the volume and quality of applications received.

[bookmark: _Toc99184542]Information to be provided.
We are particularly keen to encourage family-friendly arts and cultural initiatives. To support this, proposals are invited from businesses, venues, and organisations to deliver extended and engaging programming that enhances the overall Derry Halloween experience.

Council aims to curate a programme that is innovative, bespoke, and of high quality, complementing the wider festival offering while adding distinctive experiences across the city. Proposals that appeal to local, national, and international visitors and attract a diverse cultural audience are particularly encouraged.

Proposals should clearly outline the following:
· Event description
· Location and duration of proposed activity
· Theme and artistic/creative excellence
· Experience
· Budget
· Marketing

Applicants are required to submit a creative proposal detailing their planned programming, which may include animations, activities, entertainment, workshops, or performances. Proposals should also clearly state any proposed fees, operating hours and the intended age category. 
Applicants should be aware that the Council aims to deliver a diverse and balanced programme. As such, multiple proposals may be supported within each category, subject to available budget, in order to maximise the overall impact and reach of the festival.

Please note that Derry City and Strabane District Council will retain the rights to any materials, imagery, or content developed as part of the Derry Halloween programme. These may be used in the promotion and development of future events.
All successful applicants will be required to provide full and timely marketing information to support inclusion in the Council’s promotional campaigns. In addition, all promotional materials must include both the Council logo and the official Derry Halloween logo. Failure to comply with these requirements may result in the withholding of funding.

Any queries on the event or your eligibility to apply for funding should be directed to
andrea.campbell@derrystrabane.com 

Application 

	Name of Organisation

	

	Address of Organisation


	

	Type of Organisation 

	

	Contact Name

	

	Contact Email

	

	Contact Telephone

	

	Title of Project/Event

	

	Location of Event

	

	Dates & Times 

	

	Website / Facebook etc

	








Please complete the following section, giving as much detail as possible about your planned project/event.

	Events Description: 
Please provide a clear and detailed description of your proposal. This should include the proposed location and the nature of the installation or activity.
You should also identify any collaborators involved in the project's development and delivery and explain how their involvement will support community participation and engage your target audience.
Your description should cover the key elements of your proposal, including:
· Who will deliver and participate in the activity
· What the activity or experience will involve
· Where it will take place
· Why it is being delivered and its intended impact
· How it will be implemented
Applicants should clearly demonstrate the quality, creativity, and overall value of the proposed event.
While not mandatory, the inclusion of images, visual concepts, or sketches is encouraged, as these can help strengthen and illustrate your proposal.
(25 marks)                                                                                                          (600 Words max)

	





	Venue:
Please provide details of the proposed venue or organisation location, including its proximity to Derry City Centre.
You should also outline the duration of the proposed activity, specifying the dates and times of operation across the festival period.
Where relevant, include details on the suitability of the venue for the proposed programming, including accessibility, capacity, and any features that will enhance the visitor experience.
(20 marks)                                                                                                        (300 Words max)

	





	Theme:
Please outline how your proposed event aligns with the overall Derry Halloween programme and responds to this year’s theme, “It’s In Our Bones.

Highlight how your proposal will promote artistic and creative excellence while enhancing the overall visitor experience. 
(20 marks)                                                                                                                      (300 Words max)

	






	Experience:
Please outline your previous experience in delivering similar projects
                                            (150 Words max)

	






	Budget:
Please provide a detailed breakdown of all costs, including fees and production expenses, indicating where this funding will be allocated. You may utilise the following table format to assist you.

(20 marks)                                                                                       *All expenditure must be detailed

	

	Expenditure
Details
	Itemised
Costs
	Total Costs
	Amount Required Form DCSDC
	Other
funders

	


	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	





	Total DCSDC Arts Cultural Award Amount(s) you are applying for?
	


	If the cost of the Event is more than you have applied for, have you identified the rest of the funding you need? 
	Yes                      No

	If yes to the above, please indicate:
(a) Amount Secured
(b) Amount Pending
	




	Marketing:
Please provide a detailed outline of the marketing plan for the event, including social media engagement/ expanding audience reach etc.

(5 marks)                                                                                                                                    (100 words) 

	






	Health & Safety
Please outline how your organisation plans to manage and adhere to Health & Safety requirements (i.e. entertainment licence) while delivering the event.
(10 marks)                                                                                                                                 (150 words)

	






	Halloween Day 
Please confirm if you are willing to remain open and deliver programming on Halloween day and outline any required budget to include Halloween day into your proposal

	










Council reserves the right to select one or multiple proposals based on the available budget and the scores achieved during the assessment process.  While organisations may submit applications across multiple programming categories, only one award will be granted per organisation.



If Your Application is Unsuccessful
Alternative opportunities may still be available. Please indicate your interest below:

I am open to discussing an adjusted proposal for inclusion within the trail

I am an artist/group seeking a paid performance space or venue

I am a venue interested in programming and supporting artist performances or installations
We will endeavour to support opportunities where possible


Application Authorisation:
	Signature

	Position in Organisation

	Date






Please submit your proposal to andrea.campbell@derrystrabane.com no later than 12pm Monday 29th June 2026
Andrea Campbell
Festival & Events Office 
Derry City and Strabane District Council
Council Offices
98 Strand Road
Derry
BT48 7NN
andrea.campbell@derrystrabane.com 
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